AMENDMENTS 

In the Claims 

The following is a marked-up version of the claims with the language that is underlined 
(" ") being added and the language that contains strikethrough (" — ") being deleted: 



1 . (Currently Amended) An email system comprising: 
a processor; and 

a memory that stores logic to provide: 

(A) multiple email folders, the multiple email folders comprising: 

(A1) a group email folder having group email messages, the group email folder 
being accessible by each member of a predefined group; 

(A2) a first individual-user email folder having first-user email messages, the 
first individual-user email folder being accessible only by a first user, the first user being a 
member of the predefined group; and 

(A3) a second individual-user email folder having second-user email 
messages, the second individual-user email folder being accessible only by a second user, the 
second user being a member of the predefined group; and 

(B) an email application being executable by the first user, the email application 
further being executable by the second user, the email application comprising: 

(B1 ) first display logic that provides for display only first-user email messages 
and group email messages in response to the email application being executed by the first user; 
and 

(B2) second display logic that provides for display only second-user email 
messages and group email messages in response to the email application being executed by 
the second user, 

wherein each of the group email messages includes an access indicator for each 
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member of the group, each access indicator indicating whether the corresponding member of 
the group has accessed the corresponding group email message, wherein each of the group 
email messages includes a separate delete indicator for each member of the group, each delete 
indicator indicating whether the corresponding member of the group has deleted the 
corresponding group email message, wherein each of the group email messages includes a 
separate save indicator for each member of the group, each save indicator indicating whether 
the corresponding member of the group has saved the corresponding group email message, 
wherein each of the group email messages includes a separate reply indicator for each member 
of the group, each reply indicator indicating whether the corresponding member of the group 
has replied to the corresponding group email message, wherein each of the group email 
messages includes a separate forward indicator for each member of the group, each forward 
indicator indicating whether the corresponding member of the group has forwarded the 
corresponding group email message. 

wherein each of the group email messages is stored at a common location, thereby 
providing access, to each member of the predefined group, to each of group email messages, 
and 

wherein, in response to receiving an incoming email message, a determination is made 
regarding an intended email folder for the incoming email message, wherein in response to a 
determination that the intended email folder is the first individual-user email folder, the incoming 
email message is routed to the first-individual-user email folder, wherein in response to a 
determination that the intended email folder is the second individual-user email folder, the 
incoming email message is routed to the second individual-user email folder, and wherein in 
response to a determination that the intended email folder is the group email folder, the 
incoming email message is routed to the group email folder and a pointer is routed to the first 
individual-user email folder and the second individual-user email folder, the pointer pointing to 
the routed email message in the group email fo l dor. folder, 
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wherein the system is configured as a client device of the first user, wherein the system 
is configured to store a profile for the first user, wherein the profile includes an email username 
and password and an instant messaging usernarme and a password of the first user, and 
wherein the system is further configured to store the group email folder such that users of the 
group are provided access to the group email messages via the client device. 

2. (Currently Amended) A system for handling email messages, comprising: 

a processor; and 

a memory that stores: 

a group mail store component that stores a group email message, the group 
email message being accessible by members of a predefined group; 

an individual mail store component that stores an individual-user email message, 
the individual-user email message being accessible by an individual user; and 

a user interface component having a first section, the user interface further 
having a second section, the first section providing for display the group email message, 
the second section providing for display the individual-user email message, 

wherein the group email message includes at least one access indicator tba4 
prov i des for each member of the group, the at least one access indicator providing 
information ro l atod to act i ons associated with regarding whether the corresponding 
member of the group accessed the group email mossagos, taken by oach mombor of 
the group, message, wherein the group email message includes a separate delete 
indicator for each member of the group, each delete indicator indicating whether the 
corresponding member of the group has deleted the group email message, wherein the 
group email message includes a separate save indicator for each member of the group, 
each save indicator indicating whether the corresponding member of the group has 
saved the group email message, wherein the group email message includes a separate 
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reply indicator for each member of the group, each reply indicator indicating whether the 
corresponding member of the group has replied to the group email message, wherein 
the group email message includes a separate forward indicator for each member of the 
group, each forward indicator indicating whether the corresponding member of the group 
has deleted the group email message, 

wherein each of the group email messages is stored at a common location, 
thereby providing access, to each member of the predefined group, to each of group 
email messages, and 

wherein, in response to receiving an incoming email message, a determination is 
made regarding an intended mail store component for the incoming email message, 
wherein in response to a determination that the intended store component is the 
individual mail store component, the incoming email message is routed to the individual 
mail store component, and wherein in response to a determination that the intended mail 
store component is the group mail store component, the incoming email message is 
routed to the group mail store component and a pointer is routed to the individual mail 
store component, the pointer pointing to the routed email message in the group mail 
store component, component, 

wherein the system is configured as a client device of the individual user, 
wherein the system is configured to store a profile for the individual user, wherein the 
profile includes an email username and password and an instant messaging username 
and password, and wherein the system is further configured to store the group email 
message such that users of the group are provided access to the group email message 
via the client device. 

3. (Currently Amended) A communication system comprising: 

means for providing a group email folder accessible by each member of a predefined 
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group; and 

means for providing a first individual-user email folder accessible by a first user, the first 
user being a member of the predefined group, 

wherein the group email folder i s that provides at least one group email message, the at 
least one group email message including at least one access indicator that provides information 
related to act i ons assoc i atod w i th whether a corresponding group member accessed the at least 
one group email message, taken by oach mombor of the group, wherein each of the group 
email messages includes a separate delete indicator for each member of the group, each delete 
indicator indicating whether the corresponding member of the group has deleted the 
corresponding group email message, wherein each of the group email messages includes a 
separate save indicator for each member of the group, each save indicator indicating whether 
the corresponding member of the group has saved the corresponding group email message, 
wherein each of the group email messages includes a separate reply indicator for each member 
of the group, each reply indicator indicating whether the corresponding member of the group 
has replied to the corresponding group email message, wherein each of the group email 
messages includes a separate forward indicator for each member of the group, each forward 
indicator indicating whether the corresponding member of the group has forwarded the 
corresponding group email message, 

wherein the at least one group email message is stored at a common location, thereby 
providing access, to each member of the predefined group, to the at least one group email 
message, and 

wherein, in response to receiving an incoming email message, a determination is made 
regarding an intended email folder for the incoming email message, wherein in response to a 
determination that the intended email folder is the first individual-user email folder, the incoming 
email message is routed to the first-individual-user email folder, and wherein in response to a 
determination that the intended email folder is the group email folder, the incoming email 
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message is routed to the group email folder and a pointer is routed to the first individual-user 
email folder, the pointer pointing to the routed email message in the group email fo l dor. folder, 
wherein the system is configured as a client device of the first user, wherein the system 
is configured to store a profile for the first user, wherein the profile includes an email username 
and password and an instant messaging username and password, and wherein the system is 
further configured to store the group email folder such that users of the group are provided 
access to the group email messages via the client device. 

4. (Currently Amended) A communication system comprising: 
a processor; and 

a memory that stores logic to provide: 

a group email folder accessible by each member of a predefined group; 
a first individual-user email folder accessible by a first user; and 
an email application executable by the first user, the email application providing 
for display the group email folder and the first individual-user email folder in response to being 
executed by the first user, the email application being further providing for display at least one 
group email message, the at least one group email message including at least one access 
indicator providing information ro l atod to act i ons assoc i atod w i th regarding whether each 
member of the group has accessed the at least one group email message, takon by each 
mombor of tho group, wherein the at least one group email message includes a separate delete 
indicator for each member of the group, each delete indicator indicating whether the 
corresponding member of the group has deleted the at least one group email message, wherein 
the at least one group email message includes a separate save indicator for each member of 
the group, each save indicator indicating whether the corresponding member of the group has 
saved the at least one group email message, wherein the at least one group email message 
includes a separate reply indicator for each member of the group, each reply indicator indicating 
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whether the corresponding member of the group has replied to the at least one email message, 
wherein the at least one group email message includes a separate forward indicator for each 
member of the group, each forward indicator indicating whether the corresponding member of 
the group has deleted the at least one email message, 

wherein the at least one group email message is stored at a common location, thereby 
providing access, to each member of the predefined group, to the at least one group email 
message, and 

wherein, in response to receiving an incoming email message, a determination is made 
regarding an intended email folder for the incoming email message, wherein in response to a 
determination that the intended email folder is the first individual-user email folder, the incoming 
email message is routed to the first-individual-user email folder, and wherein in response to a 
determination that the intended email folder is the group email folder, the incoming email 
message is routed to the group email folder and a pointer is routed to the first individual-user 
email folder, the pointer pointing to the routed email message in the group email fo l dor. folder, 

wherein the system is configured as a client device of the first user, wherein the system 
is configured to store a profile for the first user, wherein the profile includes an email username 
and password and an instant messaging username and password, and wherein the system is 
further configured to store the group email folder such that users of the group are provided 
access to the group email messages via the client device. 

5. (Original) The system of claim 4: 

wherein the group email folder has a group email message, the group email message 
being directed to the members of the predefined group; and 

wherein the first individual-user email folder has a first-user email message, the first-user 
email message being directed to the first user. 
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6. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 5, wherein the email application further 
prov i d i ng provides for display the group email message and the first-user email message. 



7. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 6, wherein the email application 
comprises: 

a group email window providing for disp l ay the group email mossago; message for 
display; and 

a first-user email window providing for display the first-user email mossago. message for 

display. 

8. (Original) The system of claim 4, further comprising: 

a second individual-user email folder accessible by a second user, the second user 
being a member of the predefined group 

9. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 8, wherein the email application 
provides for display only the group email folder and the first individual-user email folder in 
response to being executed by the first user. 

10. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 8, wherein the email application is 
provides for display only the group email folder and the second individual-user email folder in 
response to being executed by the second user. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A communication method comprising: 

providing a group email folder accessible by each member of a predefined group; and 
providing a first individual-user email folder accessible by a first user, the first user being 
a member of the predefined group, 
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wherein the group email folder provides at least one group email message, the at least 
one group email message including at least one access indicator that provides information 
ro l atod to act i ons assoc i atod w i th regarding whether each member of the group has accessed 
the at least one group email message, taken by each mombor of tho group, wherein the at least 
one group email message includes a separate delete indicator for each member of the group, 
each delete indicator indicating whether the corresponding member of the group has deleted 
the at least one group email message, wherein the at least one group email message includes a 
separate save indicator for each member of the group, each save indicator indicating whether 
the corresponding member of the group has saved the at least one group email message, 
wherein the at least one group email message includes a separate reply indicator for each 
member of the group, each reply indicator indicating whether the corresponding member of the 
group has replied to the at least one email message, wherein the at least one group email 
message includes a separate forward indicator for each member of the group, each forward 
indicator indicating whether the corresponding member of the group has deleted the at least 
one email message, 

wherein the at least one group email message is stored at a common location, thereby 
providing access, to each member of the predefined group, to the at least one group email 
message, aftd 

wherein, in response to receiving an incoming email message, a determination is made 
regarding an intended email folder for the incoming email message, wherein in response to a 
determination that the intended email folder is the first individual-user email folder, the incoming 
email message is routed to the first-individual-user email folder, and wherein in response to a 
determination that the intended email folder is the group email folder, the incoming email 
message is routed to the group email folder and a pointer is routed to the first individual-user 
email folder, the pointer pointing to the routed email message in the group email fo l der, folder, 
and 
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wherein the method is implemented as a client device of the first user, wherein the client 
device is configured to store a profile for the first user, wherein the profile includes an email 
username and password and an instant messaging username and password, and wherein the 
system is further configured to store the group email folder such that users of the group are 
provided access to the group email messages via the client device. 

12. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 11, further comprising: 
displaying the first individual-user email folder and the group email folder using a single 

user interface. 

13. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 1 , further comprising: 
receiving a group email message directed to the members of the predefined group; 
receiving a first-user email message directed to the first user; 

displaying the group email message in a group email window; and 
displaying the first-user email message in a first-user email window. 

14. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 11, further comprising: 

providing a second individual-user email folder accessible by a second user, the second 
user being a member of the predefined group. 

15. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 14, comprising: 

receiving a group email message directed to the members of the predefined group; 
receiving a first-user email message directed to the first user; 
receiving a second-user email message directed to the second user; 
displaying only the group email message and the first-user email message in response 
to an input by the first user. 
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16. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 14, further comprising: 
receiving group email messages directed to the members of the predefined group; 
receiving first-user email messages directed to the first user; 

receiving second-user email messages directed to the second user; 
displaying only the group email messages and the first-user email messages in 
response to an input by the first user. 

17. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 4, further comprising: 
receiving group email messages directed to the members of the predefined group; 
receiving first-user email messages directed to the first user; 

receiving second-user email messages directed to the second user; 
displaying only the group email messages and the second-user email messages in response to 
an input by the second user. 

18. (New) The email system of claim 1 , wherein the client device stores a profile of 
the second user, the profile of the second user including email username and password and an 
instant messaging username and password. 
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